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LIMDIS 
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SUB J : SYRO-PALESTINIAN MANEUVERINGS AT COLOMBO 

1 . SUMMARY: SYRIA HOLDS CAIRO RESPONSIBLE FOR ORCHESTRATING 
ANTI-SYRIAN MOVES BY PLO AT COLOMBO. END SUMMARY. 

2. PRESIDENTIAL POLITICAL ADVISOR ADIB DAOUDI AUGUST 23 
IN DISCUSSING WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS A NEW STALEMATE IN 
SYRIAN-PALESTINIAN DIALOGUE, REVIEWED SOME OF THEIR BYPLAY 
AT THE COLOMBO NAC. HE RECALLED FIRST THAT SYRIAN 

FONMIN KHADDAM HAD AGREED WITH PLO REP QADDUMI IN DAMASCUS 
WHEN THEY SIGNED THE JULY 27 SYRIAN-PALESTINIAN AGREEMENT 
THAT IT WOULD BE UNADVISABLE TO INJECT SYRO-PALESTINIAN 
DIFFERENCES INTO THE COLOMBO DEBATES. THIS KHADDAM/ 

QADDUMI UNDERTAKING ENDURED THROUGH THE FONMINS MEETING 
IN COLOMBO PREPARATORY TO THE SUMMIT. AFTER THE ARRIVAL 
OF THE CHIEFS OF STATE AT COLOMBO. HOWEVER, SYRIA LEARNED 
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THAT THE PLO PROPOSED TO CIRCULATE A DRAFT RESOLUTION 
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CALLING FOR WITHDRAWAL OF ALL FOREIGN FORCES FROM LEBANON 
AS THE FIRST STEP TOWARDS ENDING THAT CRISIS. AT 
COLOMBO PLO RECEIVED A SERIES OF INSTRUCTIONS FROM 
ARAFAT IN BEIRUT WHICH WERE TRANSMITTED THROUGH THE 
EGYPTIAN EMBASSY THERE. 

3. KHADDAM WARNED QADDUMI THAT IF THE PLO INSISTED ON 
THIS COURSE OF ACTION, SYRIA WOULD ASK ITS OWN DRAFT 

BE CIRCULATED. SYRIAN DRAFT WOULD REFER TO THE DAMASCUS 

AGREEMENT. KHADDAM ADVISED THE PLO TO WITHDRAW ITS 

RESOLUTION OR, AS DAOUDI NOTED, "IN HIS INIMITABLE 

FASHION KHADDAM THREATENED THAT PLO WOULD SUFFER THE 

CONSEQUENCES." KHADDAM ALSO SUGGESTED THAT IF THE PLO 

FELT SOME SPECIAL RESOLUTION ON LEBANON WAS NEEDED, IT 

SHOULD BE CONFINED TO REPETITION OF THE BRIEF TEXT ANNOUNCED AT THE 

END OF THE ALGIERS NACC IN JUNE. 

4. KHADDAM AND QADDUMI COULD NOT AGREE AND THE QUESTION 
OF A DRAFT RESOLUTION WAS REFERRED TO THE 

85-NATION DRAFTING COMMITTEE WHERE THE PLO REP 
FROM CAIRO DEMANDED THE FLOOR. HE STATED THAT THE 
DAMASCUS DRAFT WAS UNACCEPTABLE BECAUSE OF ITS REFERENCE 
TOTHE DAMASCUS ACCORD WHICH HAD NOT BEEN ACCEPTED BY ALL 
PARTIES. PLO REP THEN LAUNCHED A TIRADE AGAINST SYRIA. 

PLO POSITION WAS SUPPORTED BY EGYPTIAN REP AND FURTHER 
ENDORSED BY IRAQI REP. SYRIAN REP ON THE DRAFTING 
COMMITTEE, ALLAF (SYRIAN PERMREP TO UN), THEN GOT TO 
HIS FEET TO OBJECT ON POINT OF ORDER THAT DRAFTING 
COMMITTEE WAS NOT PROPER FORUM FOR DISCUSSION OF THIS 
MATTER AND THAT PLO WAS OUT OF ORDER. SYRIA, ALLAF 
ADDED, HELD THAT IF PLO OR ANY OTHERS OBJECTED STRENUOUSLY 
TO REFERENCE TO DAMASCUS ACCORD THEN SYRIA WOULD WITHDRAW 
ITS RESOLUTION AND RECOMMEND THE ORIGINAL NACC TEXT 
BE REUSED. CHRIAMAN OF DRAFTING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED 
ACCEPTANCE OF SYRIAN POSITION AND THIS CORRIED THE DAY. 

5. DAOUDI AGREED GLUMLY WITH AMBASSADOR'S OBSERVATION 
THAT SYRIA APPARENTLY WON A PARLIAMENTARY VICTORY BUT THAT 
BYPLAY APPEARED TO HAVE RETURNED SYRO-PAT .F.STTNIAN DIALOGUE 
TO STATUS QUO ANTE THE JULY DAMASCUS ACCORD. DAOUDI SAID 
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HE HAD NO IDEA WHAT IF ANY NEW INITIATIVES, EITHER 

POLITICAL OR MILITARY, AFFECTING SYRO-PALESTINIAN OR SYRO-EGYPTIAN 

RELATIONS MIGHT BE IN PROSPECT BEYOND THE 

CALL FOR AN ARAB SUMMIT ( SEPTEL) AND CHAMOUN'S DEMAND 

THAT THE LEBANESE CRISIS BE RAISED AT UNGA. PERSONALLY, 

HE THOUGHT CHAMOUN'S IDEA WAS A NONSTARTER. 

6. COMMENT: 
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DAOUDI WAS CLEARLY IRRITATED BY WHAT HE SAW AS 
ORCHESTRATION BY CAIRO OF PLO'S MANEUVERINGS AT COLOMBO. 
OTHERWISE HE SAID NOTHING TO DISPEL OUR IMPRESSION THAT 
THE QUESTIONS OF SYRIA’S RELATIONS WITH BOTH EGYPT AND 
THE PLO ARE ONCE AGAIN IN A STATE OF DRIFT, WITH ALL THE 
CONSEQUENCES THIS IMPLIES FOR CONTINUED CONFLICT 
IN LEBANON. 

MURPHY 
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